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leges. It was believed formerly to be unique and unrivalled,
we now know that there are an infinity of other globes similar
to the earth, so that she is no more than one individual in a
group of other individuals who resemble her. We know
that the earth figures among the planets, that she is only a
planet of our system.

What, then, is a planet ? the reader will ask. An attentive
gaze directed to the stars of night will make him understand
it. Let him examine, on any line evening, the star which is
pointed out to him as Mars or Jupiter, and to which a certain
position is assigned at a given hour. Then, a few hours
later, let him come and look once more for Mars or Jupiter,
and he will perceive that the position of Mars or Jupiter,
with respect to the other stars, is changed. Or he may do better
still. Let him look at Mars or Jupiter through the telescope
of an observatory, or the glass of one of those open-air astro-
nomers who are to be found in the public ways in Paris and
other great cities. Thus he may see Mars or Jupiter change
his place under his own eyes. While the other stars remain
motionless, Jupiter or Mars will pass away from the field of
the glass.

There are, then, fixed stars and movable stars. The
movable stars are the planets (-rXa^-rjjc, from vXdvog, wan-
dering). The fixed stars are what we call stars. It is not
difficult to distinguish the planets from the stars with the
naked eye. The stars emit sparkling light, whence comes
their name, from the Latin stdlare, to shine, and their light
twinkles. The planets, on the contrary, shine with a steady,